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WHAT’S HAPPENING AT PAB?
In short, a lot. In 2015, our 8-member Board reviewed15 programs
for accreditation and 2 for candidacy. They reviewed 9 progress reports and 87 annual reports. From January 2015 through April 2016,
51 Site Visitors participated in a review of a program. Aside from the
everyday accreditation work, we have been busy with several other
initiatives related to our strategic plan.
Accreditation Standards
In 2015 PAB proposed the first draft of an amendment to its 2012
accreditation standards. The goals of the amendment are to address
inconsistencies and redundancies; provide the framework and further the shift towards outcomes and accountability; create a more
direct linkage between mission, strategic plan, progress and outcomes; add and clarify diversity components throughout the standards; and provide for the accreditation of a planning program delivered via distance education. PAB accepted comments from November 16 to December 15, 2015, which can be viewed here. After
thoughtful deliberation and consideration of the comments, PAB
developed a second draft, which will be released in September after
the Supreme Court decision regarding Fisher v University of Texas.
After its release at the ACSP Conference in Portland, there will be
another 30-day public comment period.
Thanks to all those who contributed to the revision process. We
encourage you to visit our website periodically to learn the latest on
the proposed standards.
Exemplary Practices
We are developing an ongoing resource of noteworthy practices that
can be shared among planning programs. The Site Visitor Committee
has been hard at work reviewing past Site Visit Reports and SelfStudy Reports to identify exemplary practices for each of the PAB
standards. The PAB Exemplary Practices document will be a great
new resource for programs. We anticipate this document will be
available on our website by the end of the summer.
Diversity Task Force
Last year, PAB created a special purpose taskforce with representa(Continued on page 3)

IMPORTANT DATES
JUNE 15
Self-Study Reports due
for programs with fall
Site Visits
SEPTEMBER 1
Progress Reports due
(if applicable)
SEPTEMBER 15
Self-Study Reports due
for programs with spring
Site Visit
SEPTEMBER—
NOVEMBER
Fall Site Visits
NOVEMEBR 3—6
PAB Fall Board Meeting
at the ACSP Conference
in Portland, OR
DECEMBER 1
Annual Fee Due

SPRING 2016 BOARD MEETING
During the board meeting in Phoenix, PAB granted accreditation
to the following institutions:


University at Albany, State University of New York
Master of Regional Planning in Urban and Regional Planning



University of Colorado Denver
Master of Urban and Regional Planning



University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
Bachelor of Arts in Urban Planning and Master of Urban
Planning

Further information on board actions and decisions is available
at Summary of Recent Actions on the PAB website.

Substantive changes include,
but are not limited to:
- The withdrawal, or risk
thereof, of institutional accreditation
- A change or variation in the
name of the Program and/or
Degree title
- A change or variation in the
length of the Program
- A change or variation in the
Program’s primary focus
- A significant change in curriculum requirements and/or
credit hours
- A significant change in the
method of delivery of courses
such that ≥25% of required
credit hours are offered
through distance, correspondence, or other alternate delivery
- The appointment of a program administrator or interim
administrator who does not
have tenure, or who does not
have an educational background or substantial experience in planning
- An increase or decrease of
20% or more in the number of
enrolled students
- A decrease of 20% or more in
the number of teaching faculty
- A decrease of 50% or more of
the number of minority or
female faculty

FOR PROGRAM ADMINISTRATORS
Is your program considering a significant change to the curriculum? Are you considering changing the degree title or program
name? Are you considering a change in the method of delivery of
courses? If you answered yes to any of these questions, then you
must contact PAB. These are all considered substantive changes.

A Substantive Change is any organizational and/or
programmatic change that may affect the Program’s
ability to comply with one or more of the preconditions to accreditation, and/or any of the standards.
Programs must notify PAB of a substantive change and demonstrate how the change(s) will allow for continued compliance
with the standards. The Board may, at its discretion, request
additional information. Programs must also report Substantive
Changes via PAB’s Annual Report.
If at any time, PAB discovers a program has undergone a substantive and unreported change, it will request additional information from the Program along with a comprehensive report of
any substantive changes that have occurred since the last accreditation review.
If a program fails to submit the request report, or submits an
incomplete or unsatisfactory report, the Board may, at its discretion, place the Program on probation or may revoke its accreditation.

(Continued from page 1)

tive of ACSP, APA and AICP to identify best practices and current
activities by programs with regards to student and faculty diversity. The task force conducted a survey of all accredited programs.
At the fall 2015 ACSP conference, the task force presented its
survey findings. The task force was reconstituted for 2016 and
charged with following up on last year’s survey and publishing a
report with identified best practices. The task force plans to presents its findings at the ACSP Administrator’s Conference.
Enrollment Task Force
Several Board members and staff participated in a joint task force
created by the Presidents of APA, AICP, ACSP and PAB. The task
force was formed as a result of a perceived decline in student enrollment at accredited planning programs. Based on PAB Annual
Report data, enrollments increased from 2008-2009 but then
began to decline. The aggregate 2008-2013 decline for master’s
programs was 5.4% and 16% for bachelor’s programs. The task
force learned that the decline in enrollment is not a universal
problem among planning programs. Seventeen percent of schools
surveyed experienced an increase in enrollment, while 47% of
schools responded that their enrollment remained stable. The
Joint Task Force on Enrollment Report is available on the PAB
website.
Site Visitor Training
We are in the second year of delivering our revised in-person
Training. Cheryl Contant, former PAB member and long standing
member of the Site Visitor Pool, was hired in late 2014 to develop
and deliver Site Visitor training. Based on your feedback and evaluations, we’ve noticed a marked improvement from past trainings.
Everyone seems quite happy with the new training. We are continuing to improve the training and looking forward to the future.
Our goal is to have some training available online which will allow
for even more participatory and interactive in-person sessions. As
with anything this takes time. But we hope to have our first online
module available by the end of this year. In the interim, we have
revamped our training webpage. You can find Cheryl’s training
presentations and a number of other resources for both program
administrators and Site Visitors.
A look at Site Visits
We are continually looking at ways we can improve and create
operational efficiencies. Your feedback after Site Visits is extremely valuable and allows us to determine where improvements can
be made. This summer, we will focus on ways the Site Visit can be
more efficient. Are there things that can be done off-site? What is
absolutely necessary for a meaningful Site Visit? We’ll be looking
to other accreditors for their practices and of course, surveying all
of our Site Visitors and program administrators. Stay tuned!

Spring 2016 Site Visit
Teams
Team Chairs
Barbara Becker, Ph.D.,
FAICP
Susan Bradbury, Ph.D.
Charlie Hoch, Ph.D.
Mark Lapping, Ph.D.
Jonathan Levine, Ph.D.
Eric Strauss, Ph.D., AICP
Ana Maria Whitaker,
Ph.D., AICP
Team Members
Jerry Anthony, Ph.D.,
AICP
Bristol Ellington, AICP
Wayne Feiden, FAICP
Ann Forsyth, Ph.D.
Mark Hinshaw, FAICP
David Lewis, Ph.D.
Jackie Lynch, AICP
George Rogers, Ph.D.
David Salazar, AICP
Charlie Santo, Ph.D.
Carissa Slotterback,
Ph.D., AICP
Susan Swift, AICP
Kelley Terry, AICP
Xinhao Wang, Ph.D.,
AICP

In Memoriam
Margarita McCoy, FAICP
passed away earlier this
year. Margarita was a
former AICP President
and a PAB Board member
from 1992-1998. PAB
extends our sincerest
condolences to her
family.
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PAB’S INTERIM REPORT
PAB is a member of the Association of Specialized and Professional
Accreditors, and adheres to its Code of Good Practice. In addition,
PAB is one of 60 institutional and programmatic accrediting organizations recognized by the Council on Higher Education Accreditation (CHEA). Just as accredited planning programs are evaluated
for compliance with PAB standards, accreditors must demonstrate
compliance with CHEA standards. During the 10-year term of
recognition an accreditor will submit two interim reports. PAB’s
first interim report is due July 1, 2016 and will be available for
review on our website after that date.
PAB was undergoing review for recognition during 2011 and 2012, at the same time the 2012
standards had been proposed and were under review. As a result CHEA paid a great deal of
attention to PAB’s change process, which was determined to be “insufficiently independent
from any parent entity or sponsoring entity for the conduct of accreditation activities.”
More specifically, CHEA took issue with a process wherein the governing bodies of ACSP
and AICP in conjunction with APA had to unanimously vote to support proposed changes to
PAB’s standards for those changes to be put in place. Because those organizations had, in
effect, veto power over PAB’s standards, CHEA delayed PAB’s recognition until the change
process was modified to what is currently in place. The current process for amending PAB
standards is detailed in PAB’s Policies and Procedures Manual.

PAB RESOURCES
2015 Annual Report Data now available
If you are interested in student and faculty
composition for the academic year 2015 –
2016, visit the Annual Report Online Database. You can produce your own reports on
student and faculty race, ethnicity, gender and
foreign enrollment for all accredited programs
or just a subset of groups [perhaps your
peers]. You can view the student/teaching faculty ratio for each program. If you’d rather not
perform your own reports, PAB provides a report on the aggregate data. Click here for the
report .
PAB website
www.planningaccreditationboard.org contains
a great deal of information for Program Administrators, Site Visitors, and the general
public. All the policies and procedures that
guide the accreditation process and Site Visits
are available, as well as a calendar of upcoming visits. A few new things include:


Public Information: We now provide a link
to the public information webpage for each
accredited program. You can view it under
the accredited planning program webpage



Data on Accredited Programs: new
webpage with supplemental data collected
from Annual Reports, such as distance education and full-time teaching load definitions.



The ACSP Diversity Committee Report on
Race, Ethnicity and Foreign Origin Data
for ACSP is available on our website. The
report presents faculty and student diversity data from 2008 to 2013.

Staff - We are here for you!
Need help identifying your peers? Have a
question about writing your Self-Study
Report? On a Site Visit, and have a question
about the standards? Then contact Shonagh
and Jesmarie, PAB’s Executive and Associate
Director, respectively. Shonagh and Jesmarie
are always available to answer your questions,
provide guidance or just plain listen to you.
While the PAB website provides a plethora of
resources, some items are not available publicly. For instance, PAB maintains a listing of
programs who have indicated they would be
willing to share their SSR if contacted. So if
you can’t find it on the PAB website, give staff
a call at (773) 334-7200/10

