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Amendment to the Accredita on Standards

Jesmarie Johnson, Editor

In this issue:

PAB has proposed an amendment to its 2012 Accredita on Standards. This
amendment is based on feedback from beta‐tes ng programs, two years of
accredita on reviews under the 2012 standards, and two in‐person feedback
Date
sessions at last year’s APA and ACSPNewsletter
conferences.
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The goals of the dra amendment are:
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To address inconsistencies and redundancies in the 2012 standards. These did
not become evident un l the standards were implemented and used during
Site Visits. Site Visitors and Program Administrators were integral in iden fy‐
ing some of these issues.

PAB Calendar

To provide the framework and further the shi towards outcomes and ac‐
countability. PAB seeks to focus on program‐driven outcomes and con nuous
improvement in accordance with accredita on prac ces as defined by the
Council for Higher Educa on Accredita on (CHEA).

December 15
Last Day to Comment on
Standards Amendment

To create a more direct linkage between mission, strategic plan, progress and
outcomes. We recognized that there was a disconnect between prior and cur‐
rent strategic plans, progress towards them and PAB standards, assessment of
student learning outcomes and programma c outcomes and strategic issues.
Therefore, Standards 1, 6, and 7 were merged into a new Standard 1: Strategic
Planning and Progress.

January 31
Annual Report Due from all
Accredited Programs



To add and clarify diversity components throughout the standards: in strategic
plan, students, faculty, curriculum, student services/advising. Based on legal
review and other accreditor prac ces, we modified diversity language to avoid
quota expecta ons; the focus is on commitment and emphasis on preparing
students to contribute and prac ce in diverse se ngs/communi es.

April 2—5
PAB Spring Mee ng at APA
Conference (Phoenix, AZ).
Review of Programs with
Fall 2015 Site Visits.



To add language on distance educa on. This new language prepares PAB to
accredit distance educa on programs.

May 1
Progress Reports Due
(select programs)

PAB introduced the proposed amendment to the governing bodies of APA, AICP
and ACSP at their mee ngs in September and October, respec vely. Addi onally,
the Board presented the amendment at a public session during the ACSP Na onal
Conference in Houston. This session garnered considerable feedback which will be
considered during the revision process.
The proposed amendment to the standards are available on the PAB website. The
formal process for amending the standards includes two separate periods of
(Continued on page 3)

January—March
Spring Site Visits

June 15
Self‐Study Reports Due for
Programs with Fall 2016 Site
Visit
Visit the News & Events
sec on on our website for the
current calendar.

PAB News and Policy Update
Annual Report

New Board Members
as of December 1, 2015
Alexander K. Lieber, AICP
AICP Young Planner (2015‐2018)
Alex Lieber is a planner in the New York
oﬃce of AKRF, Inc where he specializes in
performing environmental review of real
estate development and large‐scale infra‐
structure projects in the greater New York metropolitan
area. Mr. Lieber is an ac ve member of the APA New
York Metro Chapter, serving as the chair of the chapter’s
Young Planners Group (YPG) since 2014. He received a
Master of Urban Planning (MUP) degree from the New
York University‐Robert F. Wagner School of Public
Service.
Zenia Kotval, Ph.D., AICP
ACSP Planning Educator (2015‐2018)
Dr. Kotval is a professor of Urban and Re‐
gional Planning in the School of Planning,
Design and Construc on at Michigan State
University. Her scholarship interests are in
community‐based development, economic policy and
planning, the changing structure and characteris cs of
local economies, and the impacts of community develop‐
ment strategies. As Director of MSU Extension’s Urban
Collaborators, Dr. Kotval’s service is dedicated to making
academic and professional exper se available to meet
the needs of Michigan’s core ci es. Dr. Kotval holds a
MURP and a Ph.D. from the University of Massachuse s.
We say a hear elt goodbye to two board members:
Bruce S el, Ph.D., FAICP served as an ACSP Planning
Educator appointee for two terms since 2009 and
Christopher Brown, P.P., AICP, LEED‐GA served as the
ACIP Young Planner appointee since 2012. Bruce’s
numerous leadership posi ons, including his past ACSP
presidency, provided a great deal of ins tu onal
knowledge to PAB. As a recent planning student,
Christopher’s perspec ve was invaluable in the accredita‐
on process. Bruce and Chris’ dedica on and commit‐
ment to our organiza on will be greatly missed. We wish
them well on their next adventures.
To learn more about the PAB Board Members, please visit
the About Us sec on of the PAB website.
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All accredited programs are required to submit an Annual
Report. The deadline for submission is January 31, 2016.
All report ques ons are mandatory and must be com‐
pleted. Please be sure that the Public Informa on
requirements under criterion 7D are current and easily
accessible on your website. PAB will review all Annual
Reports and websites a er the deadline.

PAB Fall 2015 Board Mee ng –
Ac ons Taken
At the Fall 2015 mee ng in Houston, PAB granted
accredita on to the following ins tu ons:
 California State Polytechnic University, Pomona,








Bachelor of Science in Urban and Regional Planning
and Master of Urban and Regional Planning
East Carolina University, Bachelor of Science in Urban
and Regional Planning
Florida Atlan c University, Master of Urban and Re‐
gional Planning
Morgan State University, Master of City and Regional
Planning
Temple University, Master of Science in Community
and Regional Planning
University of Texas at Arlington, Master of City and
Regional Planning
University of Washington, Master of Urban Planning

Candidacy Status was granted to the following ins tu‐
on:
 University of Missouri – Kansas City, Bachelor of Arts
in Urban Planning + Design
Further informa on on the accredita on decisions is
available at Summary of Recent Ac ons on our website.

In Memoriam
Sharon Wason passed away in May. Sharon worked as a
Town Planner for the Town of Foxborough. She served as
a PAB Site Visitor since 2006. PAB extends our sincerest
condolences to her family. She will be missed.

PAB’s Interim Progress Report
PAB is recognized by the Council on Higher Educa on
Accredita on (CHEA). Just as PAB has standards for
accredita on for which Programs are expected to maintain
compliance, CHEA has recogni on standards for the
accredi ng agencies it recognizes.

percentage of bachelor’s graduates who pass the
AICP exam within 5 years of gradua on; and
5. the employment rate of full me graduates in a
professional planning or planning‐related job within
1 year of gradua on.

In 2013, CHEA granted PAB recogni on for 10 years with an
interim report due on July 1, 2016. The interim report will
address all of the 2010 recogni on standards, including:

Programs are expected to update their websites at least
annually, so that the most current informa on is
available. The informa on should be easily retrievable
with no more than two “clicks” from the Program’s url
listed on the PAB website. PAB monitors compliance
through the Annual Report.



Independence from any parent en ty, or sponsoring
en ty, for the conduct of accredita on ac vi es and
determina on of accredita on status.
 Accredita on standards or policies that require
programs rou nely to provide reliable informa on to
the public on their performance, including student
achievement as determined by the program.
 Policies or procedures to inform the public of the basis
for final decisions to grant or reaﬃrm accredita on and,
in the case of denial or withdrawal of accredita on, to
provide specific reasons for the decision accompanied
by a response, related to the final decision, from the
ins tu on or program.
 Demonstra on of ongoing review of accredita on
prac ces.
To comply with these CHEA standards, PAB has done the
following:
Independence: Concurrent with PAB’s 2012 recogni on
applica on, PAB’s sponsoring organiza ons agreed to
amend their vote on the accredita on standards from
“approval” to “advisory.” This change was mandated by
CHEA in order for PAB to demonstrate that it operates
independently from its sponsoring organiza ons.
Public Informa on: PAB introduced criterion 7D/Public
Informa on into its 2012 standards which requires all
programs to present the following informa on on their web‐
site:
1. student achievement as determined by the Program;
2. the cost (tui on and fees) for a full‐ me student for one
academic year;
3. student reten on and gradua on rates, including the
number of degrees produced each year, the percentage
of master’s students gradua ng within 4 years, and/or
the percentage of bachelor’s students gradua ng within
6 years
4. the percentage of master’s graduates who pass the AICP
exam within 3 years a er gradua on and/or the
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Basis for Decision‐making: Last year, PAB developed a
policy and process for providing greater detail on
accredita on decisions. The basis for decisions are now
posted on the PAB website under “Summary of Recent
Ac ons.”
Review of Accredita on prac ces: PAB con nually
reviews its policies and prac ces to ensure flexibility,
accountability, eﬃciency and eﬀec veness. We have
held numerous feedback sessions on the implementa‐
on of the 2012 standards. Based on feedback, we have
revised a number of our manuals and policies. In order
to assess the PAB’s value to Programs and the impact of
the standards and procedures on programs, we have
included special purpose ques ons in the 2015 Annual
Report. This data will help us see how we are doing,
where we can improve, and will be summarized in the
CHEA interim report.
(Continued from page 1)

public no ce and comments. The first comment period
runs November 16 through December 15. PAB values
your feedback. We encourage you to provide
comments and alterna ve text where appropriate.
Comments are accepted on the PAB website via email at
comments@planningaccredita onboard.org.
PAB will review all comments and prepare a revised
dra of the amendment. PAB will present the revised
amendment to the governing bodies of ACSP, APA and
AICP in April. We will have a special session at the APA
conference to introduce and discuss the revised amend‐
ment. The second comment period will begin shortly
therea er. Please be sure to visit the PAB website for
updates on the process and amendment.

Site Visit Corner
2015 Outstanding Site Visitor Award
John Gaber, Ph.D., AICP
University of Arkansas

Welcome New Site Visitors
Jeﬀrey Brown, Ph.D., Associate Professor and Chair,
Florida State University
Jennie Bob Culpepper, AICP, Consul ng Planner, TC‐2,
LLC (VA)
Diane Davis, Ph.D., Professor, Harvard University

Susan J. Harden, AICP
Michael Baker Interna onal

Susan Eddy, AICP, Deputy Director, Department of
Planning and Zoning, City of Alexandria (VA)
Aaron Henson, AICP, Senior Planner, Community
Development Department, City of Bend (OR)

PAB Life me Cita on Award
Linda C. Dalton, Ph.D., FAICP
California Polytechnic State University,
San Luis Obispo

Rick Hoch, Ph.D. AICP, Associate Professor, Indiana
University Pennsylvania
Jus n Hollander, Ph.D. AICP, Associate Professor,
Tu s University
Dawn Jourdan, Ph.D. AICP, Associate Professor,
University of Oklahoma

Site Visitor Recogni on

Rajinder Jutla, Ph.D., Professor, Missouri State University

PAB is grateful for the hard work and dedica on of all our
Site Visitors. We would like to recognize the following
individuals who have re red from the SV pool. Thank you
for your many years of service to PAB and your contribu‐
on to the field of planning.

Karen Kris ansson, AICP, Deputy Town Planner, Town of
Portola Valley (CA)

David Boyd, FAICP, Chief Enterprise Oﬃcer, The Urban
Associates Group (WI)
Karen Fernandez, FAICP, President, Fernandez Plans, LLC
(LA)
Satyendra Huja, FAICP, President, Community Planning
Associa on (VA)
T. John Kim, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus, University of
Illinois at Urbana‐Champaign
John Landis, Ph.D., Professor, University of Pennsylvania
Jack Nasar, Ph.D., FAICP, Professor, Ohio State University
G. William Page, Ph.D., AICP, Professor, University at
Buﬀalo, SUNY
Sandra Rosenbloom, Ph.D., Professor, University of
Arizona
David Storer, AICP, Owner, Development Advisory
Services (CA)
Sharon Wason, AICP, Town Planner, Town of Foxborough
(NH)

Kris n Larsen, Ph.D., AICP, Associate Professor,
University of Florida
John Mann, AICP, Land Use Planning Policy Advisor,
US Navy (DC)
Karen Morris, AICP, Manager, Oﬃce of Smart Growth,
DE Valley Regional Planning Commission (PA)
Julie Pastor, FAICP, [Re red] Director of Planning and
Zoning, Loudon County (VA)
Leslie Pollock, FAICP, Principal, Camiros, Ltd. (IL)
Henry Renski, Ph.D., Associate Professor, University of
Massachuse s at Amherst
Luis San ago, Ph.D., Professor, University of Puerto Rico
Michelle Thompson, Ph.D., Associate Professor,
University of New Orleans

ACSP Awards Luncheon in at the
na onal conference in Houston.
Le to right: John Gaber, Ph.D.,
AICP; Barry Nocks, Ph.D., FAICP;
Shonagh Merits; and June Thomas,
Ph.D., FAICP
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