Frequently Asked Questions Related to COVID-19
Has the PAB adjusted upcoming deadlines?
With the exception of Programs with fall 2020 Site Visits, no adjustments have been made to upcoming
submissions including Progress Reports. Extensions of due dates, upon request, are being granted as
necessary and appropriate. We understand that your students and faculty are a priority, so if you have
individual concerns or questions, please contact PAB staff.
How will Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 Site Visits occur?
Fall 2020 and Spring 2021 Site Visits are expected to proceed as planned. As a result of COVID-19, PAB
has instituted virtual Site Visits on a temporary basis. If you have questions about upcoming Site Visits
please contact PAB staff.
What are PAB’s plans for Site Visits in 2021 and beyond?
PAB has no current plans to adjust accreditation review timelines as a direct result of the COVID-19
pandemic. PAB has instituted processes that allow us to maintain the current Site Visit schedule and
create minimal disruption to the accreditation review calendar. The Board understands that programs
are balancing a number of priorities at this time. If you have any questions or concerns about the
upcoming Site Visit, please contact PAB staff.
How should I report information about COVID-19 in my SSR?
Programs should provide specific details about measures taken during COVID-19 within the responses to
relevant standards and criteria. Specific to distance education, programs should also provide detail
about the time period for online delivery of the program within “Precondition 4. Length of Program /
Guideline: Residency.”
What should we do if a component of a required curriculum, e.g. internship or assessment activity for
a specific competency, is no longer feasible?
PAB supports flexibility to develop alternative assessments for students who are enrolled in the course
or experience during the period of time impacted by COVID-19. Programs are allowed modify their own
educational policies and requirements as long as it is consistent with their own institutions. PAB does
not require internships, nor specify any required minimum hours for internships; these are established
programmatically.
Do I need to notify PAB if I am making changes to the curriculum or other requirements (e.g.
assessments, mode of delivery) based on COVID-19 restrictions?
At this time a substantive change is not required, unless the modification is a permanent change. A
temporary change to distance- based delivery due to current circumstances does not require
notification to PAB. You can report the substantive change in the 2020 Annual Report.
Can our program change our existing letter grading system to a binary grading system for selected or
all courses?
PAB Standards and Policies do not stipulate how grades should be provided. Should a temporary change
in grading be implemented, programs are still responsible for adequately assessing student achievement
of all required competencies.
How long does PAB consider “temporary” to be?
PAB will consider changes to delivery of the educational programs to be temporary provided they are as
a result of or in response to the COVID-19 pandemic situations, and that the program intends to return
to delivering the educational program as accredited after the need for alternative approaches has
passed. Programs will still be required to report the temporary measures in their 2020 Annual Report.
If a program intends to make a temporary measure permanent, then they must file a substantive change
document with PAB as soon as possible.

