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Moving Toward Sustainability
by Ramona Mullahey, Chair, APA Private Practice Division
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Letter from the Executive
Director, Shonagh Merits
After a long hiatus, I am
thrilled to announce the launch of
PAB’s revamped, electronic newsletter.
Our goal is to share meaningful and
timely information related to PAB,
planning education and practice. Each
newsletter will profile a division of the
American Planning Association and
spotlight PAB-accredited programs
based on the issue’s theme. This issue’s
theme is sustainability. We are
grateful to Private Practice APA
Division, and the Universities of Texas
at Arlington, Florida, and California at
Berkeley for their contributions. The
next issue will highlight sustainable
transportation.
The newsletter will be
published biannually (March and
September) and will be circulated
through email in PDF format and
posted on the PAB website. We hope
to appeal to all audiences –
educators, practitioners, and students.
If you have any thoughts on content
for future editions, please email
Jesmarie Johnson, the newsletter
editor and PAB’s Associate Director.
We look forward to your feedback,
ideas and contributions.
I hope you enjoy this issue.
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School Spotlight

Sustainable Planning Programs

University of Texas-Arlington

University of Florida

University of California, Berkeley

In a post-recession economy, sustainability in its myriad dimensions
is more central than ever to the
understanding and promotion of
city and regional resilience. Responding to this challenge in the
Dallas-Fort-Worth region—the
fastest growing and 4th largest
metropolitan area in the nation—
UTA’s School of Urban and Public
Affairs (SUPA) has begun a new
Interdisciplinary Studies Master’s
Program in Sustainability. Furthermore, SUPA’s Master of City and
Regional Planning (MCRP) has been
revised to emphasize sustainability,
urban regeneration and resilience
in its “Green Cities and Transportation,” “Creative Cities and Economic
Development,” and “Urban and
Suburban Design and Redevelopment” curricular concentrations.
Richard Florida and Steven Pedigo
have joined UTA as SUPA visiting
scholars, seizing the opportunity
offered by North Texas as an urban and economic development
laboratory. This spring, Sharon
Zukin will discuss her book “Naked
City” with MCRP students and faculty who will draw from it lessons
applicable to urban redevelopment.
Whether providing research services to municipalities
across Texas as research assistants
at SUPA’s Institute of Urban Studies, or promoting sustainable design as interns at Arlington Design
Center or at the Oak Cliff Storefront, MCRP students experience
firsthand the rewards and challenges of planning for sustainability
at local and regional levels.

The University of Florida’s Department of Urban and Regional Planning (URP) educates planners to
work with innovative technologies
and planning processes to create
livable cities within sustainable environments. Toward this end, URP
endeavors to benefit from the vast
resources throughout the University
of Florida and the expertise of our
faculty leading to interdisciplinary
teaching and research initiatives
that range from the local to international scale. Faculty are exploring impacts of climate change, particularly sea level rise, including
dynamics of population shifts,
measurement of vehicle miles traveled, and transportation system
responses. The socio-physical dimension of urban sustainability is
also a focus through work in areas
such as place-based crime prevention planning and spatial analysis
that addresses the connections between housing, land use, and transportation networks. Policies related to urban form are also benefiting from research on school siting,
transportation and school concurrency, and analysis of neighborhood-scale urban design impacts
on active transportation. Faculty
participate in the new college-wide
Bachelor of Science in Sustainability and the Built Environment, which
functions as a feeder program into
URP. Several faculty are engaged
in the globally-focused, Master of
Sustainable Design underway in
affiliation with the Center for
American Education in Singapore.

The Department of City & Regional
Planning (DCRP), at the University
of California, Berkeley, is launching
a major new project to engage the
public in the development and
adoption of Sustainable Communities Strategies in the San Francisco
Bay Area. The project is funded by
the Metropolitan Transportation
Commission (MTC) as part of their
mandate to develop a Sustainable
Communities Strategy to reduce
greenhouse gas emissions arising
from personal travel due to land
uses that are poorly connected.
Paul Waddell, Professor and Vice
Chair of DCRP, teamed up with
collaborators at Purdue University
in the Computer Science department, to propose a novel simulation
and 3D visualization system to assist the MTC in engaging cities
within the region, and their citizens,
in the process of developing a preferred strategy for their communities and for the region. The new
system will combine scenario planning, urban simulation, and 3D visualization to provide community residents and planners with unprecedented tools to consider the consequences of alternative land use
and transportation policies and
investments on community and regional outcomes, including vehicle
miles traveled, greenhouse gas
emissions, affordable housing, and
accessibility by walk, bicycle and
transit. The project will 'go live' in
Fall of 2011, and will be supported by courses and studios to
engage students in this exciting
project. Contact Paul Waddell for
more details.

School of Urban and Public Affairs, City and Regional Planning
Program
Box 19588, 546 University Hall
Arlington, TX 76019
Master of City and Regional
Planning
Ivonne Audirac, Director
Dept phone: 817.272.3071
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College of Design, Construction &
Planning, Dept. of Urban and
Regional Planning
431A Architecture Building
P.O. Box 115706
Gainesville, FL 32611-5706
M.A. In Urban and Regional Planning
Kristin Larsen, AICP, Chair
Dept phone: 352.392.0997

College of Environmental Design,
Dept. of City and Regional Planning
228 Wurster Hall MC1850
Berkeley, CA 94720-1850
Master of City Planning
Karen Christensen, Chair,
Dept phone: 510.642.3256

Moving Toward Sustainability continued
Building on this direction, the U.S.
Department of Transportation
(DOT) and HUD created a
synergistic partnership in 2010 by
aligning their two planning
programs - transportation and land
use planning - as the platform for
the Partnership for Sustainable
Communities formed with DOT,
HUD and EPA (U.S. Environmental
Protection Agency). The intention
of this Partnership around livability
principles - providing more choice
and affordability in housing and
transit that is energy and resource
efficient - is to target more holistic
planning efforts that will, hopefully,
result in better quality projects that
effectively utilize Federal dollars.
Each agency has clear and
defined roles; however, the
Partners have committed to
"coordinate activities, integrate
funding requirements, and adopt a
common set of performance metrics
for use by grantees." The lens of
sustainability will drive
programmatic decisions for the
next two years of the Obama
Administration and will create a
broader scale of change in the
nations' communities than the
agencies could ever do alone.
As HUD Secretary Donovan
states, "Better coordination of
transportation, infrastructure and
housing investments will result in
more sustainable development
patterns, more affordable
communities, reduced greenhouse
gas emissions, and more transitaccessible housing choices for
residents and firms."
Effective place-based
policies can influence how both
rural and metropolitan areas
develop and how such policies
can streamline otherwise redundant
and disconnected programs of the
federal government. Along with
the private sector efforts towards
green building and renewable,
clean energy development, these

initiatives will serve as the
foundation to drive the growth of
sustainability planning practice for
the future.
*APA's Private Practice Division is one of
twenty Divisions, which are affinity groups
of planning professionals. The Private
Practice Division PPD) serves the needs of
the private planning practitioner with
programs that address the business of
starting and/or maintaining a planning
consulting firm, issues such as marketing,
ethics, contracting, etc. and sharing of best
practices. Informational tools include:
webinars, listserv, conference sessions,
quarterly newsletter, and more. All APA
members and non-members are eligible for
membership. For more information on PPD:
http://www.planning.org/divisions/
privatepractice/index.htm To join PPD
online: http://www.planning.org/divisions/

Events
9-13
APA Conference (Boston, MA)
& PAB Board Meeting and Strategic Planning
Retreat
10
PAB [re]-accreditation reviews
11
PAB Panel at APA Conference:
“Planning Education– Keeping it Current”
(4-5:15pm) & PAB Open Forum on proposed
accreditation standards (5:15-6pm)
1
Progress Reports Due
5
ACSP New Chairs’ School (Austin, TX)
6-7
ACSP Administrators’ Conference,
hosted by the University of Texas at Austin.
6
PAB Open Form on proposed accreditation standards at ACSP Conference
(3:30-4:30pm)

15
Self-Study Reports due for Programs
with Fall Site Visits

1
Progress Reports Due
15
Self-Study Reports due for Programs
with Spring Site Visits

13-16 ACSP National Conference (Salt Lake
City, UT) & PAB Fall Board Meeting

PAB News and Updates
New Board Members and StaffPAB welcomes Barry Nocks, Professor and Director at Clemson University, and Elizabeth Altmaier, Professor at the University of Iowa, to
the PAB Board. Their terms began
Dec. 1, 2010 and expire in 2013.
Jesmarie Johnson is the new Associate Director and PAB newsletter
editor. She joined the PAB team in
Sept 2010. With a Master’s degree in City and Regional Planning,
she is very familiar with planning
education and practice. PAB is
excited to have these new folks on
board. In Memoriam…PAB is sad
to say goodbye to a great planner
and wonderful Site Visitor, Frank
Wein. He passed away on January
24 after battling a long illness.
Frank has been a Site Visitor since
1987. He will be missed. Data Library…PAB launched a new data
library page on its website. You
can access Student and Faculty
demographic data for PABaccredited programs, and view
other relevant data and articles on
planning education. PAB Panel…
Since 2008, PAB has hosted a
panel session at both the APA and
ACSP Conferences. We continue
this tradition at the APA Conference in Boston with a panel titled
“Keeping the Curriculum Current”.
We hope you will join us on April
11 from 4-5:15pm to hear how
accredited planning programs incorporate the profession’s changing
dynamics into their curriculum and
see how practitioners can get involved. New Accreditation Standards…PAB is undergoing a comprehensive revision of our accreditation standards and criteria.
Based on conversations with programs, PAB is streamlining the standards, reducing redundancy, and
staying current with planning education and practice. PAB will hold
open discussions at the APA Conference, immediately following the
PAB panel, at 5:15-6pm, and at
the ACSP Administrator’s Conference in Austin, TX on May 6 from
3:30-4:30pm.
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Site Visit Corner

Temple University Site Visit Team (Nov
2010): William M. Harris, PhD, FAICP;
Rhonda Phillips, PhD, AICP; and Robert
Atallo, AICP

The Ohio State University Site Visit Team
(Nov 2010): Jacquelyn Lynch, AICP; Ken
Chew; PhD; and David Marcouiller, PhD,
AICP.

Site Visitor Profile: David Boyd
David S. Boyd, FAICP, began his
career as a lighting design student
at the University of Wisconsin Madison, where he studied the shadows
and movements of urban activities
and how cities look and feel so they
could be replicated on the stage.
After brief stints working with such
culturally influential organizations as
The Ramones and U2, David decided to attend the Masters program in City and Regional Planning
at the University of Texas at Arlington.
David’s contributions to the
planning profession include furthering the art and practice of citizen
engagement and community collaboration through process design
and implementation. His contributions to the field of public involvement helped to usher in a new era
of community-based transportation
planning and extended to the development of regional scale collaborations that integrate the public,
private, and civic sectors into effective systems of shared governance.
In 2006, David was inducted as a
Fellow of the American Institute of
Certified Planners.
David has been a PAB Site
Visitor since 2000 and served on
three site reviews. “I always enjoyed the site visit process. Getting

to interact with students, faculty,
alumni, administration, and the local
professionals all in less than three
days was always exciting and interesting. I like to think that our work
truly helped the academic programs
to take their game to the next level.
Sometimes we saw things – good
and bad – that others didn’t recognize because they were too close.
Other times, I think we helped to
justify the need for administration to
make new investments in the program. Above all, I enjoyed the camaraderie that we developed
among the team members.” In addition, David has also fulfilled a number of other vital roles in the accreditation process as an alumni,
local employer representative, and
APA chapter representative. These
roles provide a valuable perspective on how the program is achieving its goals of developing jobready young professional.
Today, David serves as the
Director of Business Development for
MSA Professional Services, Inc., and
is responsible for the marketing,
communications, and community affairs activities of the company. He is
still a member of the site visitor pool
and volunteers to help cultivate the
new generation of planners.

The University of California, Irvine Site Visit
Team (Feb 2011): Connie Ozawa, PhD; Dennis Gordon, FAICP; and Salah El-Shahks,
PhD, AICP.

Outstanding Site Visitor
Award
The Planning Accreditation Board
(PAB) recognizes two Site Visitors
annually, one educator and one
practitioner, for their outstanding
contributions to the PAB’s mission of
ensuring the high quality of planning
education. Site Visitors who have
participated in at least three PAB
Site Visits are eligible for nomination. The winners of the 2010 Outstanding Site Visitor Award are:
Karl Kim, Ph.D., Professor at
University of Hawaii at Manoa
Charles Newcomb, AICP,
Principal, Banisch Associates, Inc.
Flemington, NJ

Charlie Hoch, PhD, former PAB Chair,
accepting the PAB Certificate of Achievement in recognition of his 6 wonderful years
on the PAB Board.

53 W. Jackson Boulevard, Suite 1315
Chicago, IL 60604
Phone: 312-662-1450
Fax: 312-662-1460
planningaccreditationboard.org

